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Christmas 2024



Long ago in Persia, there ruled a wise and good king. He loved his people. He wanted to know how they lived. Often,
he dressed in the clothes of a working man or a beggar and went to the homes of the poor. No one whom he visited

thought that he was their ruler. One time he visited a very poor man who lived in a cellar. He ate the coarse food the poor
man ate. He spoke cheerful, kind words to him. Then he left. Later he visited the poor man again and disclosed his

identity by saying, "I am your king!" The king thought the man would surely ask for some gift or favor, but he didn't.
Instead, he said, "You left your palace and your glory to visit me in this dark, dreary place. You ate the coarse food I ate.

You brought gladness to my heart! To others you have given your rich gifts. To me you have given yourself!" In
Christmas we feel like the poor man, “To me, Jesus you have given yourself!”

Today is Christmas. We celebrate the birth of Jesus among us. When we celebrate anything concerning God it is not
merely a sweet remembrance of some event God did to people in the remote past. God is eternal. His presence pervades
our history, as alive and real today as he was in the past and will be in the future. He is ever present. The birth of Jesus is

a present-day reality. In the faith and love of God, we can realize and allow God’s birth in Jesus into our hearts and
homes. How could the past event be a present reality in my life? 

As an event, Jesus’ birth took place about 2025 years back. He was born as a human child and grew up as a human
person, embracing all human conditions even death. As much as He was a human person, He was also the divine person

at the same time. Jesus was called Emmanuel, which means “God with us”. The event took place in the past but His
presence as God and Man continues forever. We can recall the event from the past while we can realize and feel His

presence in the present, in our days and times. Jesus has given HIMSELF to us, to be with us forever. 

Christmas as an event has lots of external symbols of decoration and celebration, such as Christmas tree lights, displays
of Jesus’ birth (creche and manger), families coming together, wearing red and green, wishing Merry Christmas, singing
Christmas carols, etc. These external celebrations are the expressions of the internal realization of God’s presence among
us. Then, He came as a human child to be with us forever. Today, He comes to us in the Holy Mass and in the poor. Then,
He was seen by the shepherds and wisemen. Today, He is available to whoever seeks Him with an open heart. Then, He
was born a son of Mary and Joseph. Today, He wants to be a child in your heart and Home. May our celebrations be that

of welcoming Him among us. MERRY CHRISTMAS. 
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