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Isaiah 45:1,4-6
Psalm 96:1,3-5,7-10

1 Thessalonians 1:1-5b
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Matthew 22:15-21
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J Kirk Richards
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5pm

Sun
8am

9:30am
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This Week’s Masses
Monday, October 19th

Edward Skrzypek

Tuesday, October 20th

Wednesday, October 21st
Louise O’Connor

Thursday, October 22nd
Stacey Skrzypek

Friday, October 23rd
Angelo Cardinale

Prepare for Next Weekend
Thirtieth Sunday in Ordinary Time

October 25  2026th

1: How can you give God more of
your heart, soul, and mind?

Focus Questions

2: Why do you think Jesus
considers these two
commandements necessary to
‘the whole law’?

Exodus 22:20-26
Psalm 18:2-4,47,51
1 Thessalonians 1:5c-10

The full text of all the readings, including the
Gospel, can be found online via the USCCB.

9:00am

St. Thomas More Roman Catholic
Church is a parish community striving to
share the Spirit of Love through Prayer,
Worship, the Sacraments, the Teachings

of the Church, and our concern for
others, through Christian Stewardship.

Parish Mission
Saints of the Week
St. Ignatius of Antioch (10/17)
St. Luke the Evangelist (10/18)

Sts. Jean de Brebeuf, Issac Jogues, and
Companions (10/19)

St. Paul of the Cross (10/20)
St. John Paul II (10/22)

St. John of Capistrano (10/23)
St. Anthony Mary Claret (10/24)

Saints in heaven, pray for us

Readings

Matthew 22:34-40

9:00am

9:00am

9:00am

9:00am

John Aspromgos

Saturday, October 24th
Olive Boney

Sunday, October 25th
Twenty-ninth Ordinary

Mary Beth Weidig
Joseph Beltrani Sr.

5:00pm

8:00am

9:30am

11:30am

Joseph Lombardi Jr.
Salvatore Sparacino IV

Sue Robinson

Families: Who is your neighbor?

bible.usccb.org/readings/calendar

Saturday, October 17th
Maria Eugenia Pineda
Hernandez

Sunday, October 18th
Twenty-ninth Ordinary

Richard Stout
Joesph Beltrani Sr.

5:00pm

8:00am

9:30am

11:30am

Scott E. Smith
Chet Kalenty

Sue Robinson
Jose Mendes

3: Who is your neighbor?



Mark Twain was once asked the difference between a mistake and blunder. He explained it this way: “If you walk into a restaurant and walk out with
someone’s silk umbrella and leave your own cotton one, that is a mistake. But if you pick up someone’s cotton umbrella and leave your own silk one, that is a

blunder.”

In today’s Gospel story, the Pharisees tried to trap Jesus between blunder and mistake by a question “Is it lawful to pay the census tax to Caesar or not?” It is
not a simple question to answer “yes” or “no”. Palestine during Jesus’ time was a colony nation under Rome. People hated paying taxes to Caesar who
colonized them. They would rather pay to the Temple of Jerusalem, the House of God who would soon send His Messiah to free them from the reign of
Rome. Also, there were a greater number of people who have come to believe that Jesus would be the Messiah who would free them from Roman rule. 

The above said background will set the question, is it lawful to pay the census tax to Ceasar or not in the complicated situation of religion or political
governance of Rome. If Jesus must answer “Yes” it would mean that He is not the person who they believed him to be: a Messiah figure who would free them
from Rome. If He answers “No” he would appear as a political enemy to Rome instigating people not to pay tax to Rome. They put Jesus between a rock and

a hard place, a situation where He must choose between two equally difficult, unpleasant, or dangerous options. No matter which direction He turns, He would
land in deep trouble. Jesus was asked to choose between God and Caesar. 

They wanted an answer from Jesus, but Jesus made each of them find their own answer. Life does not have any ready-made answers. The answer must come
from one’s own heart. The aim of Jesus is not merely to silence them or to act smart by His clever answer. Rather to make each one of them/us to act from
within. By showing the coin they use, He asked them a question, “Whose image is this and whose inscription?" They replied, "Caesar's." At that he said to
them, "Then repay to Caesar what belongs to Caesar and to God what belongs to God." Thus, He left them to personally find out their answer. Jesus did not

give them the answer but made them find out the answer for themselves. 

We live in an age of dividing life’s issues into that of state or religion. It is possible to divide the issues but how can we divide the person who is both a
believer and a citizen at the same time? The person is one and the same whether in the church or town hall meeting. Any answer to any question that comes

from a divided-person will be only a partial answer, either coming from religion (God) or coming from state (Caesar). But today the answer of Jesus asks to be
an integrated (undivided) person to answer responsibly; not to choose one at the cost of the other; but to live as an integrated person to influence or strengthen

one with the other. 

 
With love and prayers,

Father Antony

Clergy
Father Antony Asir, Pastor

pastor@stmli.org

Matthew T.J. Surico, Deacon
deacon.matt@stmli.org

Edward Vigneaux, Deacon (Ret)

Robert D. Weisz, Deacon (Ret)

Rectory
Theresa Recce (sacraments)

theresa@stmli.org

Dottie Castaldo (business mgr)
finance@stmli.org

Alex White (operations)
rectory@stmli.org

Mary Ellen Carrol, DRE
maryellen@stmli.org

Linda Ronning
reled@stmli.org

Religious Ed

Alex White, Director
music@stmli.org

Music Ministry
Noelle White

youthgroup@stmli.org

Youth Ministry

Our Staff

From the Pastor

Barbara Pein
barbara@stmli.org



Prayers & Petitions

We continuously pray for our deceased
loved ones and all souls in purgatory.

St Gertrude, pray for us.

Pray for the Deceased Pray for the Sick
Aaron Serrano
Betty Vrondis

Ed Baer
Edward Houser

Emily Bolkas (7y/o)
Ernesto U. Aldaba

Joan Perks
Maria U. Aldaba
Mona DeMarco
Pam Procaccini
Patti Demarest
Sinead Rodgers
Susan Furuno

Valentin Cedillo

To add a name to the sick list, please fill out a card from the literature rack place it in the
collection basket, or contact the Rectory by phone or email.

*This listing will reset on March 31  2027st
Altar Bread & Wine Memorial

In memory of

by Lottie Kalenty

Chet Kalenty

Contact the Rectory to arrange a memorial for the Altar
Bread & Wine. Requested dontaion for the week is $50

October 19  - October 25th th

Pray for our Clergy
Father Antony Asir

Deacon Robert Weisz
Deacon Edward Vigneaux
Deacon Matthew Surico

The Capuchin Friars
Bishop John Barres

Pope Leo XIV

Pray for our Military

Troy A Maida
Ryan Smith
Will Maley

Chris Capasso
Luciano Corpora Ellis

Joseph Kirsch
Allen Kirsch

Nicholas Gajda
Alexandria Feys Gajda

Andrew Lynch
Matthew P Dell’orto

Timothy Fallon

Please continue to pray for the brave members of
our Parish Family who serve our country:

We also pray for our deceased service members,
and for our veterans, in gratitude for their service,

and in hope that they will find the support they
need here at home.

Rev. Frederick (Fred) Hill

PRAYPRAYPRAY   PRAY 
FORFORFOR   FOR 
PEACEPEACEPEACE   PEACE 



Contact Parish Outreach
631-234-3149

outreach@stmli.org
Mon-Thur 10AM to 2PM

Please reach out to Parish Outreach if
you are, or know of someone, in need of
support. Keep our elderly neighbors in
mind and let us know if there is anyone

you would like us to reach out to. 

P A R I S H  O U T R E A C H  

A Gentle Reminder:
Please do not place clothing or

household items in the food bins or
leave them at Outreach. We do not
have a lot of extra storage space.

There is a clothing bin in the back
of the parking lot where clothing
can be donated to St. Vincent de

Paul. If you have household items,
please call the Outreach office!

In today’s Gospel we hear Jesus say, “Repay to Caesar what
belongs to Caesar, repay to God what belongs to God.”

To give thanks for all that God has given to you, have you
considered answering the call to help serve the poor, by

joining the Society of St. Vincent de Paul?

Please check out our GOGREENflyer in this bulletin. Your
donated household items will help our conference serve the

needy of our parish.

- 1  THESSALON IANS

“We give thanks to God always for all of you,
remembering you in our prayers.”

Support our Parish
Financial Support Physical Support

Whether giving money, time, or labor, all your support is appreciated. St. Thomas More
would not exist as it does without the generosity of our Parish Family.

Please consider supporting St. Thomas More. We
encourage all parishioners to try electronic giving

through ParishSoft Giving. It is both convenient and
secure. For more information, check the literature
rack in the Narthex, or visit us online at stmli.org

Parish Social Ministry

There are many different ways to support the St. Thomas More Parish Community!
Whether you are 4 or 40, 8 or 80, there are ways for everyone to be involved.

Marti White
outreach@stmli.org

Parish Outreach
Joe Fratamico

bjfrat1@gmail.com

Pastoral Council

Deacon Matt
altarservers@stmli.org

Altar Servers
Ellie Stout

gram11@optonline.net

Hospitality Ministry

Patty Citro
pcitro78@yahoo.com

Eucharistic Ministers

Mike Petagna
mpetagna22@gmail.com

Lector Ministry

Eileen Weidig
631-724-2462

Consolation Ministry
Anna Beltrani
631-234-0714

Young at Heart
Ann Russo

redaa@aol.com

OCIA

Society of St. Vincent de Paul

 Contact us: call 631-648-2760 or
email svdp.stm@aol.com

$7579

Collection from:
October 10  & 11th th

ST. THOMAS MORE

Please remember that it is difficult for us to use large
cans, bottles, bags of rice, etc. as many of our

neighbors do not have the ability to store extra food.
Packages for 2-4 people are ideal.

WE APPRECIATE ALL  OF YOUR DONATIONS!

Paper Towels
Pasta

Laundry Detergent (small)
Snacks  -  Syrup

Pancake Mix

Eastern Farm Workers Association
is a membership association of Suffolk County’s farm

workers and other low paid workers. They provide benefit
programs like emergency food, preventative medical care,
legal advice, and more. It is completely volunteer run and

non-government funded.

They are urgently in need of a roadworthy vehicle. If you
have a car that you are looking to donate, please contact
Parish Outreach. EFW is also seeking volunteers to help
during the holiday season. If you are interested, contact

EFWA at 631-286-8004







ALLHALLOWTIDE
A T  S T .  T H O M A S  M O R E

A l l h a l l o w t i d e  i s  a  t r i d u u m  i n c l u d i n g  A l l  H a l l o w s ’  E v e
( H a l l o w e e n ) ,  A l l  H a l l o w s ’  D a y  ( A l l  S a i n t s ’  D a y )  a n d  A l l  S o u l s ’  D a y .

I t  i s  a  t i m e  t o  r e m e m b e r  t h e  d e a d ,  i n c l u d i n g  m a r t y r s ,  s a i n t s ,
a n d  a l l  f a i t h f u l  d e p a r t e d  C h r i s t i a n s .
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